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Learning Outcome 2:  Technological Knowledge and Understanding 
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We know this when the learner 
3 Systems and Control 
3.2 Demonstrates knowledge and understanding of electrical circuits with more than one output 
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Learning Outcome 3:  Technology, Society and the Environment 
The learner will be able to demonstrate an understanding of the interrelationships between 
science, technology, society and the environment. 
Assessment Standards 
We know this when the learner 
2 Impact of Technology 
2.1 Expresses some reasons why products of technology affect the quality of people’s lives 
positively and negatively. 
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Assessment Task  
 
Child electrocuted by illegal wire 
 
Read the following article and answer the questions that follow. 
 

Child electrocuted by illegal wire 
Ayanda Mhlongo 
 
Instead of preparing to celebrate Christmas, an Umlazi family is preparing for the funeral of their 12-
year-old son, who died in a tragic accident in front of his family yesterday.  
Phumlani Zondi, of Z section Umlazi, was playing outside his home with his friends when he 
accidentally grabbed an electric wire. Phumlani was electrocuted and died instantly. 
His family called for emergency services, but they were too late. Now police are searching for a man 
who lives in the area and is alleged to have illegally connected the wires. Police said that they were 
shocked when they received the call telling them of the incident.  
Police spokesperson, Inspector Rani John, said the man they were looking for in connection with the 
death allegedly connected the wires between two houses on Friday. She said the police were 
extremely concerned about the boy’s death. She warned that tampering with electrical wires was 
illegal and extremely dangerous. 
“It is illegal to tamper with electrical wires of any sort and the public must report this to the authorities 
as soon as possible.” 
John added that it was important for parents to educate their children concerning the danger of 
playing around loose wires. “Parents must teach their children from an early age about the dangers 
of electricity,” she said. 

 
1.1 What was the cause of the boy’s death?      [2 marks] 
1.2 How can electricity be a killer?        [2 marks] 
1.3 Why did the man illegally connect the wires?      [2 marks] 
1.4 What are your views on the illegal use of electricity?     [6 marks] 
1.5 How can electricity be dangerous?       [4 marks] 
1.6 What should parents teach their children about electricity from an early age? [4 marks] 

 [20 marks] 
 

Suggested Solutions  
 

 

Question 
number 

Possible 
marks 

Answers 

1 2 marks 
2 marks 
 
2 marks 
 
 
6 marks 
 
4 marks 
 
4 marks 

1.1 He accidentally grabbed an electric wire and was electrocuted. 
1.2 Electricity can be a killer if not correctly installed or used. Electricity can 
cause shocks, leading to death. 
1.3 He connected the electricity illegally, because he was stealing electricity 
illegally from the neighbour’s house. He did not want to pay for his own 
electricity. 
1.4 It is not a crime and should be punishable by law. Perpetrators should 
be investigated or reported to the police. It is a highly dangerous practice. 
1.5 It can be dangerous when it is used illegally or when the 
connections/wirings are incorrectly connected. 
1.6 Parents should teach children how to use electricity safely and about 
the dangers of electricity. 

[20 marks] 
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